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NEW CAPITOL OF MINNESOTA.
TFrom a Photograph by C. P. Gibson.
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acting. The zeal of the legislators in their efforts to protect
the interests of the state and to limit the cost of the building
had eaused the insertion of provisions in the act without which
it would not have passed the legislature, that continued se-
riously to impede the work of the commissioners, especially
in the matter of anticipating future revenues for the payment
of the progressing work. The legislatures of 1897 and 1899
relaxed the law in this respeet, and gave to the commissioners
the neeessary freedom in the anticipation of funds, so that the
work could be earried on without interruption. On August
31st, 1897, the contract for the exterior and interior walls,
up to but not ineluding the dome, was awarded to the Butler-
Ryan Company, of St. Paul. They were contractors not only
of expert ability but of great fidelity in the exeeution of all
their undertakings. The state was exceedingly fortunate in
finding among its own ecitizens men so capable of successfully
accomplishing a work of sueh magnitude.

It was at this point in the work of construction that the
architect made the first departure from the general expecta-
tion of the public. With so many kinds of building stone to
be found within the state, from the everlasting granite to the
friable limestone, it was the common belief, and indeed had
been the promise of the promoters of the legislation, that only
Minnesota stone would be used to build its eapitol. But with
a courageous devotion to the artistic and beautiful, and a
consistent adherence to the fitness of a classie structure, all
considerations of state advertisement were set aside and
the only material adapted to the architecture of the building
was selected. The beautiful marble of the Grecian mountains
was not possible, but hardly less beautiful than that of Pen-
telikon was the marble found in the quarries of Georgia. It
had already been used in the Art Gallery of Washington,
and the state eapitol of Rhode Island with admirable effect,
and, despite manifold criticism, the commissioners determined
to adopt the advice of the architect and to use it for our
capitol. The completed building in its pure magnificence con-
firms and vindicates the wisdom of the commissioners.
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LAYING THE CORNER STONE.

On July 27th, 1898, the laying of the corner stone was
celebrated with appropriate ceremonies. The day itself was
bright and auspicious. Elaborate preparations were made for
the comfort of the great mmltitude that assembled to witness
the interesting event. A large number of public men whose
names are identified with the history of the state, many of
them from its earliest days, were present. The whole city of
St. Paul was adorned in holiday attire. The pageantry of
the parade, the waving of the flags, and the inspiring music
of the bands, stimulated the enthusiasm of the erowd, and
made the day one that will be long remembered.

The exercises began by Governor Clough requesting Arch-
bishop Ireland to invoke the Divine benediction upon the pro-
ceedings, after which Mr. Graves on behalf of the Commis-
sioners made a eclear and most happy statement of the work
of the Board, from the breaking of the ground to the com-
pletion of the foundation, ready for the corner stone. Gov-
ernor Clough then introduced United States Senator C. K.
Davis, who delivered an oration of great eloguence, com-
memorative of the oceasion. Upon the conclusion of the ad-
dress of Senator Davis, Judge Flandran, one of the first Su-
preme Judges of the state, in a most fitting addvess presented
to ex-governor Ramsey a silver trowel, to be used in the lay-
ing of the stone, which the venerable governor most appro-
priately acknowledged. Upon request of Governor Clough,
Mr, N, P, Langford then read a list of the various articles
and memorials deposited in the corner stone, ‘‘indicative of
the progress of the state in art, literature, and agriculture.”’*

4In the sealed and soldered box that lles In the corner stone the
following articles were placed, to lle for unknown hundreds of years:

Holy Bible.

Statutes of the State of Minnesota, Vols, 1 and 2.

Last published annual report of the secretary of state of Minnesota.

Last published annual report of the Minnesota state audltor,

Last published annual report of the Minnesota state treasurer,

Leglslative manuals of Minnesota for the years 1893, 1805, and 1897.

. History of Minnesota Volunteers in the War of the Rebellion, Vols. 1
and 2,

. Volumes 4 and 8 of the Minnesota Historical Snclet{ Collections.

8 Minnesota Historical Soclety publication, "How Mipnesota Became
a State.”
& tCongressinnal directory of the Fifty-fifth Congress of the United
tates.

History of the new capitol legislation.

The original draft of the bill drawn and introduced in the legislature
by Hon. William B. Dean, of St. Paul, for the erection of a new capitol.
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When the list had been read, Governor Clough asked the
commissioners to place the box in the eavity prepared for it

Neill's History of Minnesota.

History of the Sioux War of 1862-63, by Isaac V. D. Heard,
Minnesota Year Book for the years 1852 and 1863,

Photographs of the new capitol,

Photographs and engravings of Minnesota citles and villages,
Minneapolis Through a Camera.

Copies of the last issued daily ne pers of St. Paul and Minneapolis.
Badge of the Daughters of etemns Tent No. 1, St. Paul, Minn,
Report of the Grand Army of the 'Republic for Minnesota,
American flag and rvoster of 8t, Paul Camp No. 1, Sons of Veterans,

Oone £20 gold coin. one $10 gold coln, and one $5 1d coln, and one
elm;h of all the silver, nickel, and copper coins of the United States of this
date

Portrait of Alexander Ramsey, first governor of the Territory of
Minnesota.

Portrait of Henry Hastings 8ibley, first governor of the State of
Minnesota,

A copy of the introductory address by Hon. Charles H, Graves.

A copy of the oration delivered today by Hon. Cushman K. Davis,

Copper plates of the seal of the Territory and the State of Minnesota.

Copper plnto etehings of south front elevation and prineipal floor plans
of the capitol.

A copper plate on which are engraved the names of the capitol commis-
xlouels secretary, architect and assistants.

{aer plate on which Is engraved an e{pilome of memorable events
in the history of the organization of the Territory and State of Minneso-
ta (colpied below).

ty Dirvectory for the year 1808 of 8t. Paul, capital of Minnesota.

Northwestern Gazetteer and Business Directory.

A list, engrossed on parchment, of the cnnl.ents of the corner stone,

mpy of the pmgmm and ceremonies of lsylng the corner stone,

One of the copper plates that lle in the stoue bears the following in-

seription:
EPITOME OF MEMORABLE EVENTS

In the History of the A u]nltion and Organization of the Territory an
s o State of Minnesota, s B

1784.—March 1—Cession by the State of Virginia to the Uniled States
of that portion of Minnesota lying east of the ississippl river.

1803.—Aprll 30—Treaty concluded with Franee for the cession of
Louisiana to the United States, embracing Lhat portion of Minnesota lying
west of the Mississippi river.

1805.—Sept, 23—Conferences with different bands of Indians.

1837.—Feb. 18—Convention with thpaakootah and other Sioux Indi-

1838.—June 156—Treaty with Chlppawa ‘lig nry Dodge, proclaimed,
1838.—June 15—Trenty with Sloux, bs' oinsett, proclaimed.
1838.—The first pre-emption c¢laim to’ land at St. Anthony Falls
made by Franklin Steele.

1849, —Mareh 3—The United States congress passed the organie act
meatluf the Territory of Minnesota,

—June 1—The pgovernor, Alexander Ramsey, by proclamation,
declared the terrvitory duly organized. Population, 4,949,

1853. —Feb. 24—The treaty of Traverse des Sloux., made by Alexander
Ramsey and Luke Lea, with the Bioux Indians, on July 23, 18i1, and the
treaty of Mendota, by Alexand Ramsey and Luke Lea, with the
Sioux Indians on Aug, 6 1861, were proclaimed by the president.

57.—F'eh, 26—The act authorizing the territory to form a state
government passed by congress

1857.—Oct 13—A state constitution was adopted.

1858.—~May 11—Congress passed the act admitting Minnesota into
l{ae 1.';151(:])&.t Henry Hastings Sibley being the first state governor. Popula-
tion, 7

—Jul,\' 2—The first rvallroad in Minnesota was operated, the train
runulng from St. Paul to St. Anthony.

1861 to 1885—Minnesota mrnished more than 25,000 men for the War
of the Rebellion.

1890.—June 1—Population. United States census, 1,301,826,

1895.—June 1—Population, state census, 1,574,619,

ans.
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in the corner stone, and then proceeded to eall upon the hon-
ored father of the commonwealth, Ex-Governor and Ex-Sen-
ator Ramsey, the first territorial governor of Minnesota, to
lay the stone in its place, and while he was performing with
his silver trowel this most interesting duty the bands played
and the people sang the national hymn, ‘‘America.”” Gov-
ernor Clough having announced the stone as well and properly
set, the multitude was dismissed with the benediction by
Bishop Gilbert.

DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME AND THE BUILDING COMPLETED.

Following the laying of the eorner stone, the work of con-
struction continued with great activity, The commissioners,
however, began to feel hampered by the reduced amount of
funds coming into their hands from the annual tax levy of
two-tenths of a mill upon the assessed value of property in
the state. These assessments, as stated before, steadily di-
minished, instead of constantly increasing, as was the expecta-
tion at the time the Aet was passed. It became apparent
that the work would have to stop unless the legislature re-
lieved the conditions.

The Commissioners in their report of January 1st, 1899,
direeted the attention of the legislature to the situation that
confronted them, and prayed for the necessary relief. This
the legislature of 1899 granted, by passing an aect which au-
thorvized the Commissioners to anticipate future revenues by
issuing certificates of indebtedness as might be necessary.
Throughout the years of 1899 and 1900 the work progressed
without interruption. The beauty of the growing building
beeame more and more apparent, but the very splendor of the
rising walls,

““The princely dome, the eolumn and the arch,

The breathing marble and the sculptured gold,”
only brought embarrassment to the Commissioners. For while
the building eould be eompleted with all its appointments com-
fortable and useful and within the sum fixed by the act, yet
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that limit would preclude the expense of the interior classic
finish so necessary to appropriately conform to the exterior.
Impressed by the situation, the Commissioners, in their re-
port of 1901 and 1903, frankly state that ‘‘owing to the rise
in prices, adherence to the original limit of cost would com-
pel the use of inferior material and workmanship.”’ They
then proceed to specify their meaning more clearly, in de-
tail. Wooden instead of stone floors must be nsed for the
rotunda, corridors and rooms; tin instead of tile roofing;
plain plaster finish instead of mosaie ceiling and vaulting;
the grand stairways with only empty halls and plain plastered
walls, instead as now of the beautiful eceiling supported by
marble columns and walls embellished with marble wain-
scoting and pilasters; and plain oak doors for the main en-
trance, instead of the present massive ones of bronze. To
avoid such a plain and unattractive finish, the commissioners
recommended an inereased appropriation, in order to carry
out the more artistic plans of the architect, as well as to per-
mit the installation of the latest and most improved methods
of lighting, heating, and ventilation; and also to purchase
additional lots required to complete the symmetry of the eapi-
tol grounds. Besides these important changes in the plans and
designs, the architeet was not unmindful of those artistie
embellishments so necessary to fittingly erown this splendid
symbol of the people’s sovereignty. With a courage that
should command our admiration and our thanks, he recom-
mended a bronze Quadriga to surmount the main entrance
pavilion, marble statuary of heroie size, and mural decora-
tions, all by the most famous artists, and stately and dignified
granite approaches to the main entrances of the building.
Many of these recommendations that might have been re-
ceived in the cultured centers of the world as the obvious
artistic furnishings of such a noble strueture, seem somewhat
startling when suggested to the new people of a frontier
prairie state. But the members of the legislature, inspired
and educated doubtless by the presence of sueh magnificent
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architecture, rose grandly to these recommendations, and in-
ereased the original appropriation $1,000,000 in the session of
1901, and $1,500,000 in the session of 1903, making the total
appropriations $4,500,000.

The total expenditure up to January 1st, 1905, is $3,975,-
860.33. The amount yet to be paid on uncompleted contracts,
when finished, is $361,989.561, making the total cost of grounds
and building $4,337,849.84,

Although the cost of the new capitol far exceeds the sum
fixed in the act for its construetion, yet nothing has been done
and no money has been spent that has not been fully authoriz-
ed by the legislature. With a landably ambitious purpose to
erect a building of the most stately and impressive dignity,
the Commissioners at the same time have been true to the
law under which they acted. They are now prepared to ac-
quit themselves of their trust, with a conseiousness of work
well and faithfully done. That the people of the state have
accepted the result of their labors with the most justifiable
pride and the greatest satisfaction, there can he no doubt.
It would be a most graceful and meritorious act on the part
of the state, if the legislature in its wisdom should recognize
the valuable labors of the commissioners by an appropriation
for their services, more in keeping with their value than the
meager compensation allowed them in the original act,

There yet remain two things for the state to do, in order
to round out the completeness of the work already cdone:

First, to purchase the property adjoining the capitol
grounds and convert it into a grand park-like approach to
the eapitol, as already proposed in the plans submitted by
Mr, Gilbert; and

Second, to provide a state mansion on or near the capitol
grounds, for the residence of the governor during his term of
office, while absent from his own home, so that he will not be
compelled to find an abiding place, as best he ean, in some
hotel or boarding house.

In conclusion, to another must be committed the pleasant
duty of some time placing on the records of this Society a



44 MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTIONS.

minute and eritical deseription of the wealth of artistic beau-
ty to be found illustrated in this royal home of our common-
wealth. The spendid conception of Gilbert, the architeet,
realized in the building itself, the sculptures of French, the
decorations of Garnsey, the mural paintings of La Farge,
Blashfield, Simmons, Walker, Cox, Millet, Volk, Pyle, and
Zogbaum, never will cease to delight our people.and educate
them to a better appreciation of the true and beautiful in
art.





